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I  repeat,  qualified  majority.  An adjective 
must always be added to the noun. This qualified 
majority, as provided for in the Treaty of Rome, 
means that no  decision can be taken against the 
will of one of the large countries of the Commu-
nity, plus one of the other three countries, which 
means that there is a very large  degree  of secu-
rity for,  so  far, there has not been  one  instance 
of  such  a  situation  in the  Community. 
This  is  why  we  must  consider  a  realistic 
approach while,  at the same time,  affirming the 
exceptional importance of the principle. 
The facts have  proved,  and I  can  say this 
because I am a fervent advocate of supranational-
ity,  that  for  important  questions  a  community 
like the European Community can only function 
on a basis of unanimity. It is inconceivable that 
for a  really  vital  matter,  a  matter in which  a 
government  could  show  that  its  vital  interests 
were  at stake,  its partners would get together to 
impose a solution it would have no  choice but to 
accept. If  the Community were to  operate in that 
way,  it would not last very long. 
If  these problems are discussed in an objec-
tive  and  :positive  spirit,  reasonable  interpreta-
tions will very possibly  emerge. 
Source:  Assembly  of  ·wEU,  The  political  year  in 
Europe,  1965. 
21.  Texts on  which agreement was reached 
at the extraordinary session 
of the EEC  Council of Ministers, 
Luxembourg 
29th January 1966 
(a)  Application of the  majority  voti1tg  ru.le  by 
the EEC Council  of Ministers 
1.  When issues very important to one  or more 
member  countries  are  at stake,  the  members  of 
the Council will  try, within a reasonable time, to 
reach solutions which  can be  adopted  by all the 
members  of  the  Council,  while  respecting  their 
mutual interests, and those of the Community, in 
accordance with A.rticle  2 of the treaty. 
62 
2.  The French Delegation considers that, when 
very  important  issues  are  at  stake,  discu~on 
must be  continued until unanimous agreement is 
reached. 
3.  The  six  delegations  note  that  there  is  a 
divergence  of views  on  what should  be  done  in 
the  event  of  a  failure  to  reach  complete  agree-
ment. 
4.  However,  they consider that this divergence 
does  not  prevent  the  Community's  work  being 
resumed  in  accordance  with  the  normal  pro-
cedure. 
(b)  Co-operation  between  the  Council  of  Min~ 
1'sters  and the EEC Commission  ' 
Close  co-operation between  the Council  and . 
the  Commission  is  essential  to  the  functioning 
and development  of the  Community. 
In order  to  improve  and  further intensify 
this  co-operation  at all  levels,  the Council  con-
siders  that the  :following  practical  co-operation 
measures should be decided on by common agree-
ment,  on  the  basis  of  Article  162  oi the EEC 
Treaty\  but  that  these  measures  should  not 
affect  the  respective  competence  and  duties  of 
the two institutions. 
1.  It is  desirable  that the  Commission,  before 
adopting  a  proposal  of. particular  importance, 
should,  through  the Permanent Representatives, 
make appropriate contacts with the governments 
of  the  member  States,  without  this  procedure 
affecting the right of initiative which  the Com-
mission derives from the treaty. 
2.  Proposals  and all  othe:r:  official  acts  which 
the Commission addresses to the Council and the 
member  States shall  only  be  made  public  after 
the latter have formally taken cognisance of them 
and have the texts in their possession. 
The  Official  Gazette  should be  arranged so 
that legislative  acts having a  binding force  are 
published distinctly as such  ... 
l.  Article  162 :  «The  Council  and  the  Commission 
shall consult each other and shall settle by mutual agree-
ment the particulars of their collaboration." DOCUMENTATION 
3.  The credentials of Heads of Mission of non-
member  States  accredited  to  the  Community 
shall be  presented to the President of the Coun-
cil and the President of the Commission, meeting 
together for this purpose. 
4.  The Council and the Commission will inform 
each other rapidly and fully of any approaches 
relating to fundamental questions made to either 
institution by non-member States. 
5.  Within  the  scope  of  the  application  of 
Article 162, the Council and the Commission will 
consult together on  the advisability of,  the pro-
cedure  for,  and the  nature  of any links which 
the  Commission  might  establish,  under  Article 
229  of the  treaty', with international  organisa-
tions. 
6.  Co-operation  between  the  Council  and  the 
Commission  on  the  Community's  information 
policy,  which  was  examined  by  the  Council  on 
24th  September  1963,  will  be  strengthened  so 
that the programme  of  the  Press and  Informa-
tion Service shall  be  drawn up and carried out 
jointly,  in  accordance  'tvith  procedures  to  be 
defined  later  and  which  might  include  an  ad 
hoc  body. 
7.  Within  the  framework  of  the  financial 
regulations  for  drawing  up  and  putting  into 
effect the Communities' budgets, the Council and 
the  Commission  will  define  methods  of  increas-
ing the efficiency of control over the acceptance, 
authorisation and execution of the Communities' 
expenditures. 
Source :  Assembly  of  WEU,  The  political  year  in 
Europe,  1966. 
22.  Press conference by  President de  Gaulle, 
Paris 
21st February 1966 
(Extract) 
I.  Article  229 :  •  •The  Commission  shall be responsible 
for ensuring all  suitable contacts with the organs of the 
United Nations, of their specialised agencies  and  of the 
General  Agreement  on Tariffs and  Trade. 
The Commission shall also ensure appropriate contacts 
with all international organisations." 
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Must  it be  admitted that the  six  States of 
Western Europe, which have  just agreed  on  the 
political  conditions  concerning  their  economies, 
should  decidedly  abstain  from  dealing  between 
them  with  other  questions  that  also  eminently 
affect them ? In short, under what evil spell will 
the  Six  find  it impossible  to  consider  between 
them  political  subjects  of  common  interest,  in 
short,  to  organise  their political contacts 1 It is 
known  that France has long  proposed  doing  so. 
It is known that, on their side, the German Gov-
ernment,  the  Italian  Government  and  the  Bel-
gian  Foreign  Affairs  Minister  subsequently 
advanced  similar  proposals.  Doubtless,  these 
projects differed somewhat one from another, but 
all  agreed on  one  essential  point, which  is this: 
to  bring the  si.'\:  governments to  meet  regularly 
to consider together political subjects of common 
interest.  Since,  following  Luxembourg,  the  eco-
nomic  organisation  of  the  Six  has  resumed  its 
normal  course,  France  believes  that it is  more 
than ever  appropriate  to  put political  mEatings 
into practice. 
Source:  Assembly  of  WEU,  The  political  year  in 
Europe,  1966. 
23.  Aide-memoire 
from  the French  Government 
to the other fourteen  NATO  countries 
11th  March  1966 
For several  years,  the French  Government 
has  repeatedly indicated,  both  in  public and in 
talks with the allied governments, that in its view 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, insofar 
as France was concerned, no longer corresponded 
to the world conditions prevailing at present and 
which are fundamentally different from those of 
1949 and of the following years. 
There has been a change in the nature of the 
threats to the western world, and particularly to 
Europe, which had led to the conclusion of the 
treaty.  They  are  no  longer  as  imminent  or as 
menacing  as they were  formerly.  Moreover,  the 
European countries have restored their economies 